STORY BY ANNA OAKES

Tara Jackson, a former member of the music ministry staff at
Mount Vernon Baptist Church in Boone, moved to Nashville in
2003 to pussue a career in ministry and Christian music. She re-
turns to the High Country for a CD release concert at Mount
Vernon on Sunday, May 25, at 6:30 p.m. ;

~ Jackson’s self-titled debut album features 10 tracks, including
“Wonder Working Power,” a song that has received radio play
on gospel stations nationwide. :

“Tam thrilled—TI have been waiting for this for a long time;” Jackson
said. “The people at Mount Vernon—they mean the world to me”

Jackon's crystal-clear voice is smooth, fully supported and easy
on the ears. The songs on her album range from upbeat, soulful
anthems to sweet and sincere melodies. :

“I didn't title it because all of the songs really say a lot about what
I wanted the album to reflect;” Jackson said. “I wanted the songs to
convey a message of grace, forgiveness, healing and hope”
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alcohol and drug addiction based in the High Country.

To complete her music industry degree, Jackson accepted a 40-
hour internship with Provident Music Group in Nashville, intern-
ing for the publicist for Michael W. Smith and Jars of Clay. She
moved from Boone in January 2003.

More recently, Jackson became involved with The Bridge Minis-
try in Nashville. Founded in 2004, the ministry reaches out to the
homeless and low-income population of Nashville and the greater
metro area. At least twice a week, Jackson sings with local gospel
artists for the Bridge Ministry.

| Currently, Jackson enjoys the freedom of being an independent
artist, and signing with a record label is not high priority.

“My goal is really to continue the ministry and to reach out even

further than the Southeast and U.S.,” she said. Jackson has upcoming

' tour dates throughout the United States, in Canada and in England.
For her next album, she hopes to do some co-writing of the songs.

Prior to her performance at Mount Vernon, Jackson will perform
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Tara Jackson is available at Cornerstone Bookstore in Boone or
online at www.tarajacksononline.com. Admission to the concert |
at Mount Vernon, located at 3505 Bamboo Road, is free. For more |
info, call 828-266-9700. ‘



